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Our request regarding the proposal for a directive of the European parliament and
the European Council on the Application of Patients’ rights in Cross Border
Healthcare, august 21%-2008

Following 8 responses to our request :



European Council:

Ke. Y OUr 1€TIeTr Qatea Z1 AULUSL ZUUS dAUressed L VLD dulalla

Dear Madam,

Thank you for letter regarding the European Commission's proposal on
cross-border healthcare, the contents of which have been duly noted.

The European Commission has presented a proposal for a Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council on the application of patients' rights
in cross-border healthcare. The work on the proposal inside the Council has
just started and is still at an early stage of the decision-making procedure.

This proposal does not change the right of Member States to define the
health benefits that they choose to provide to their citizens. If a Member
State does not include a particular treatment as part of the entitlement of their
citizens at home, this directive does not create any new entitlement for
patients to have such treatment abroad and be reimbursed.

However, in its proposal, the Commission considers that power should be
conferred on them to define a list of treatments, other than those requiring
overnight accommodation, to be subject to the same regime as hospital care
as well as the accompanying measures to exclude specific categories of
medicinal products or substances from the recognition of prescriptions issued
in another Member State.

You may wish to contact the Commission in order to obtain up-to-date
information on its intention to present other new initiatives in this field.
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Public information service



Republic Bulgaria:

REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
MINISTRY OF HEALTH

Our ref. Ne 33-00-1SD

Sofia 16 .98.2008

- TO
Mrs NORA LAUBSTEIN
ASSOCIATION OF NATURAL MEDICINE IN
EUROPE
WALDSTR. 21
D - 61137 SCHONECK
GERMANY

Ref: Reply to request for information regarding the proposal for a directive of the European
parliament and the European Council of the Application of Patients’ rights in Cross Border
Healthcare

Dear Mrs Laubstein,

In response to your letter dated August 21, 2008 herewith are the answers to your questions:

1 Question: considering the critical discussion among experts how will you deal with the phrase as set
up in point 2: “...in achieving harmonization, a high level of protection of human health should be
guaranteed, taking account in particular of any new development based on scientific facts.”.

Answer:

Indeed, this sentence does not refer to a treatment through complementary or alternative approaches
and complementary or alternative methods. But in the text “any new development based on scientific
facts” means the best use of resources in health and application of best practices in broader sense
(Article 2 of the Directive). Methods and approaches to treatment must be legalized, in order to be
implemented system of reimbursement. Otherwise, the costs of treatment committed by nationals of
Member States can not be reimbursed.

2 Question: What part does the experience of a single patient play for you — since it has been made a
millionfold?

Answer:

The provisions of the Directive regulate the health care safety and the quality of health care throughout
the EU, but the responsibility for this falls entirely within the competence of the Member States. In this
sense, conducting a policy of protecting the rights and interests of patients in Bulgaria is responsibility

of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Bulgaria. The experience of every single patient is very
important for the ministry.







The Netherlands:



European Commission:






Republic Lattvija:






United Kingdom:






Republic Ireland:



